
 

 

 

Becoming Social - A palaeoethological perspective 

on modern human behaviour 

 

 

Virtual Icebreaker meeting - Program 

Wednesday, 25th of November 2020 

18–21:00 CET=UTC+1  ///  17–20:00 UK=UTC+/-0 

12–15:00 EST=UTC-5  ///  9–12:00 PST=UTC-8 

Log-in details for the digital meeting on Wednesday, 25th of November, will be 

provided on the 24th of November 2020 via e-mail. 

 

As „Visual First Aid“ our Nov. 25th digital meeting will be accompanied by Fran-

ziska Ruflair (https://franziskaruflair.com/) who will summarize the essentials of our 

presentations and discussions, illustrating during our event. The visualization will be 

sent to you after the event. 

 

Technical support will be given by Kumi-Raine Kost (kkost@uni-mainz.de) 

 

 

Optional Preparatory Technical Test 

Monday, 23rd of November 2020 

You will also receive a link for a test-log-in on Monday, 23th of November 

18–19:00 CET=UTC+1  ///  17–18:00 UK=UTC+/-0  

12–13:00 EST=UTC-5  ///  9–10:00 PST=UTC-8 

by Kumi Raine Kost from Johannes-Gutenberg University via e-mail. 

 

Technical support will be given by Kumi-Raine Kost (kkost@uni-mainz.de)



 
 
 

 

 

Virtual Icebreaker meeting - Program 

Wednesday, 25th of November 2020 

 

--- 

 

Opening and Introduction to the Conference 

18:00–18:15 CET=UTC+1  ///  17:00–17:15 UK=UTC+/-0 

12:00–12:15 EST=UTC-5  ///  9:00-9:15 PST=UTC-8 

 

Sabine Gaudzinski-Windheuser (gaudzinski@rgzm.de) & Olaf Jöris (joeris@rgzm.de) 

Opening and Introduction to the Conference. 

 

Questions & Answers 

 

--- 

 

Nutritional Demands and Social Life 

18:15–18:25 CET=UTC+1  ///  17:15–17:25 UK=UTC+/-0 

12:15–12:25 EST=UTC-5  ///  9:15-9:25 PST=UTC-8 

 

Introduction to 

 

John D. Speth (jdspeth@umich.edu) 

Department of Anthropology, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, USA 

Anthropology / Anthropological Archaeology / past and present hunter-gatherers / evolution of for-

agers diet, subsistence strategies, and food processing technologies. 

https://lsa.umich.edu/anthro/people/emeritus/jdspeth.html 

 

Questions & Answers / visualisation: Franziska Ruflair 



 
 
 

 

 

Demography –Reproduction, Group Size and Group Structure 

18:25–18:50 CET=UTC+1  ///  17:25–17:50 UK=UTC+/-0 

12:25–12:50 EST=UTC-5  /// 9:25-9:50 PST=UTC-8) 

 

Introductions to 

 

Marco de la Rasilla Vives (mrasilla.vives@gmail.com) 

Universidad de Oviedo, Oviedo, Spain 

 Palaeolithic Archaeology / Neanderthal behaviour. 

 

Robin Dunbar (robin.dunbar@psy.ox.ac.uk) 

Department of Experimental Psychology, University of Oxford, UK 

 Anthropology and Evolutionary Psychology / Primate behaviour / Social and Evolutionary Neurosci-

ence. 

https://www.psy.ox.ac.uk/team/robin-dunbar 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robin_Dunbar 

 

Martin Sikora (martin.sikora@sund.ku.dk) 

Lundbeck Foundation GeoGenetics Centre, Globe Institute, University of Copenhagen, Denmark 

 Genetics / ancient DNA / demography / population history. 

https://globe.ku.dk/staff-list/geogenetics/?pure=en%2Fpersons%2Fmartin-sikora(ca4b071d-000d-

4aaf-badb-67d9b017ec38).html 

 

Questions & Answers / visualisation: Franziska Ruflair 

 

--- 



 
 
 

 

 

Sympathy and Empathy and Why We Rely on Each Other 

18:50–19:20 CET=UTC+1  ///  17:50–18:20 UK=UTC+/-0 

12:50–13:20 EST=UTC-5  ///  9:50-10:20 PST=UTC-8 

 

Introductions to 

 

Paul B. Pettitt (paul.pettitt@durham.ac.uk) 

Department of Archaeology, Durham University, Durham, UK 

Palaeolithic and Mesolithic Archaeology / Palaeolithic art / primates’ dealing with the dead. 

https://www.dur.ac.uk/archaeology/staff/?id=11347 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Pettitt 

 

Shumon T. Hussain (s.t.hussain@cas.au.dk) 

Centre for Environmental Humanities, Aarhus University, Højbjerg, Denmark 

Palaeolithic Archaeology / stone artefact technologies / human beginnings / human-animal studies / 

materiality / visual culture / human-environment interaction / epistemology. 

https://shumonhussain.net/ 

https://pure.au.dk/portal/en/persons/shumon-tobias-hussain(84b3a0d4-211d-4bd6-bef9-

534fd6d07611).html 

 

Juulia Suvilehto (juulia.suvilehto@liu.se) 

Department of Biomedical and Clinical Sciences, Center for Social and Affective Neuroscience, Lin-

köping University, Sweden 

 Neurosciene / Biotechnology / establishment and maintainance of social bonds / social touching be-

haviour / bodily experiencing of emotions. 

https://users.aalto.fi/~jtsuvile/ 

https://liu.se/en/employee/juusu53 



 
 
 

 

 

Jean Decety (decety@uchicago.edu) (via video) 

Department of Psychology, University of Chicago, USA 

Affective Neurosciene / Behavioural Economics / Developmental Social Neuroscience / Developmen-

tal Psychology / Functional and Structural Neuroimaging / emotion and empathy / social decision-

making. 

https://psychology.uchicago.edu/directory/jean-decety 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean_Decety 

 

Questions & Answers / visualisation: Franziska Ruflair 

 

--- 

 

Ontogenesis and Socialisation 

19:20–19:45 CET=UTC+1  ///  18:20–18:45 UK=UTC+/-0 

13:20–13:45 EST=UTC-5  ///  10:20-10:45 PST=UTC-8 

 

Introductions to 

 

Catherine Crockford (crockfor@eva.mpg.de) / Patrick Tkaczynsk (patrick_tkaczynski@eva.mpg.de) 

Max-Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, Leipzig, Germany 

Primatology / Behavioural Ecology and Conservation Psychology, health and disease / evolution of 

sociality, social cognition, communication and the brain / hormonal influences on social bonding ca-

pacities. 

https://www.eva.mpg.de/ecology/staff/catherine-crockford.html 

 

Markus Paulus (markus.paulus@lmu.de) (via video) 

Development and Educational Psychology of Early Childhood, Ludwig-Maximilians-University, Mu-

nich, Germany 

Development and Educational Psychology / early childhood / development of social understanding / 

neurocognitive mechanisms / development of prosocial behaviour, empathy, fairness, and morality. 

https://www.mcn.uni-muenchen.de/members/regular/paulus/index.html 



 
 
 

 

 

Nicola Clayton (nsc22@cam.ac.uk / nsc22@hermes.cam.ac.uk) & Clive Wilkins (Artist) 

Department of Psychology, University of Cambridge, UK 

Psychology / Comparative Cognition / evolution and development of intelligence in non-verbal ani-

mals and pre-verbal children. 

https://www.psychol.cam.ac.uk/people/nicola-clayton 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicola_Clayton 

 

Questions & Answers / visualisation: Franziska Ruflair 

 

--- 

 

Cooperation, Resource and Conflict Management 

19:45–20:20 CET=UTC+1  ///  18:45–19:20 UK=UTC+/-0 

13:45–14:20 EST=UTC-5  ///  10:45-11:20 PST=UTC-8 

 

Introductions to 

 

Steven Churchill (churchy@duke.edu) 

Duke University, Evolutionary Anthropology, Durham NC, USA 

 Evolutionary Anthropology / Human Palaeontology / morphological and behavioural adaptation in 

Pleistocene humans / comparative functional-morphological analysis of human fossil remains. 

https://evolutionaryanthropology.duke.edu/people/steven-e-churchill 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steven_W._Churchill 

 

Sébastien Villotte (sebastien.villotte@u-bordeaux.fr) 

Université Bordeaux, France 

Biological Anthropology / Human Palaeontology / Bioarchaeology / activity-related skeletal morphol-

ogies, behaviour of past human populations. 



 
 
 

 

 

Ronald D. Lee (rlee@demog.berkeley.edu) 

Center for the Economics and Demography of Aging, University of California, Department of De-

mography, Berkeley CA, USA 

Economic Demography / demography of aging / Life history theory and the evolution of sociality. 

https://www.site.demog.berkeley.edu/ron-lee 

 

Douglas P. Fry (dpfry@uncg.edu) & Geneviève Souillac (gsouillac@uncg.edu) 

University of North Carolina Greensboro, Peace and Conflict Studies, School of Health and Human 

Sciences, Greensboro NC, USA 

Peace Anthropology / Peace and Conflict Studies / aggression, conflict, and conflict resolution / ori-

gins of war / human potential for peacebuidling / Human Nature, human rights and global ethics. 

https://hhs.uncg.edu/pcs/people/fry-douglas-p/  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas_P._Fry 

https://hhs.uncg.edu/pcs/people/souillac-genevieve/ 

 

Questions & Answers / visualisation: Franziska Ruflair 

 

--- 

 

Early Human Societies 

20:20–20:50 CET=UTC+1  ///  19:20–19:50 UK=UTC+/-0 

14:20–14:50 EST=UTC-5  ///  11:20-11:50 PST=UTC-8 

 

Introductions to 

 

Sophie Lehmann (sophie.lehmann@lir-mainz.de) 

Leibniz Institute for Resilience Research, Mainz, Germany 

Psychology / Psychiatry and Psychotherapy / resilience. 

https://lir-mainz.de/en/forschungsgruppe/ag-lieb 

 



 
 
 

 

 

Sabine Gaudzinski-Windheuser (gaudzinski@rgzm.de) 

MONREPOS Archaeological Research Centre and Museum of Human Behavioural Evolution, 

Römisch-Germanisches Zentralmuseum Mainz & Dept. of Pre- and Protohistoric Archaeology, Insti-

tute of Ancient Studies, Johannes Gutenberg-University Mainz 

 Pleistocene and Early Holocene Archaeology / Zooarchaeology / human behavioural evolution. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sabine_Gaudzinski-Windheuser 

 

Lutz Kindler (kindler@rgzm.de) 

MONREPOS Archaeological Research Centre and Museum of Human Behavioural Evolution, 

Römisch-Germanisches Zentralmuseum Mainz & Dept. of Pre- and Protohistoric Archaeology, Insti-

tute of Ancient Studies, Johannes Gutenberg-University Mainz 

 Pleistocene and Early Holocene Archaeology / Zooarchaeology / human behavioural evolution / sub-

sistence and diet / human ecology. 

 

Olaf Jöris (joeris@rgzm.de) 

MONREPOS Archaeological Research Centre and Museum of Human Behavioural Evolution, 

Römisch-Germanisches Zentralmuseum Mainz & Dept. of Pre- and Protohistoric Archaeology, Insti-

tute of Ancient Studies, Johannes Gutenberg-University Mainz 

 Pleistocene and Early Holocene Archaeology / human behavioural evolution / evolution of learning / 

evolution of human spatiality / lithic technologies / chronology / palaeclimatic and palaeoenviron-

mental change. 

 

Questions & Answers / visualisation: Franziska Ruflair 

 

--- 



 
 
 

 

 

Outlook 

20:50–21:00 CET=UTC+1  ///  19:50–20:00 UK=UTC+/-0 

14:50–15:00 EST=UTC-5  ///  11:50-12:00 PST=UTC-8 

 

Sabine Gaudzinski-Windheuser (gaudzinski@rgzm.de) & Olaf Jöris (joeris@rgzm.de) 

Outlook. 

 


